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Monthly Meeting This Month’s Meeting Program - 
Friday August 19,2014 | W6POC Presents the 
7:30pm . a 
Our Saviors Lutheran church| ULS.S. Hornet Museum 


1035 Carol Lane Lafayette 

Cnt meroas veenne Keith Farley, president of 
the Hornet Amateur 
Radio Club will present a 
program on the radio club 
and the U.S.S. Hornet. 
The following day, we 
are all invited to a tour of 
this awesome aircraft 
carrier in Alameda. I 
hope to see you all there! 
73, Jim Siemons, AF6PU 
President 


This Month’s Program 1 
Officers and Appointees 2 
Car Donation Program 2 
President’s QTC 3-4 
QRN from Garden Lights 5 
Ham Radio Outlet 

Club Repeaters 

Club Calendar 


The club is now partners with 
the Clunkers for Charity 


vehicle donation program. 
See page 2. 


MDARC is Now a Partner in the 
CLUNKERS FOR CHARITY 
DONATION PROGRAM! 


By Rich Lueck, K6REL 


If you or someone you know who has clunker 
RUNNING or NOT, just call the donation hotline 
925-360-5260 or log onto our webpage. This page 
lists PARTNERS (including MDARC) . Donors 
click on the PARTNER name on the web page and 
fills in the information. 


The donor will be contacted, a tow truck will be 
dispatched and the clunker is towed away. Next the 
vehicle, RV, boat, motorcycle etc., goes online to be 
auctioned off. The proceeds are split 50/50 with the 
PARTNERS and our Rotary Foundation. There is 
an administrative cost of $135 for the towing and 
auctioning that comes out of the auction sale. 
THERE ARE NO other fees so the auction money 
comes back to the PARTNERS and Rotary. If the 
vehicle sells for under $500 the donor gets a $500 
tax deduction - if over $500, then the actual price 
the vehicle sells for at auction. It’s a WIN WIN! 


All you have to do is let your people know and then 
let the clunker go! The program is available almost 
anywhere in the USA so your aunt in Chicago can 
donate there and your group gets the donation 
credit. 


IMPORTANT !! The donor will need title to the 
vehicle. 


FAQs - http://www.clunkers4charity.org/faqs/ 
Contact: http://www.clunkers4charity.org/contact/ 


Donate here: 
https://www.Clunkers4Charity.org 


ALL MEMBERS ARE INVITED TO 
JOIN THE CLUB YAHOO GROUP. 
DOWNLOAD FILES, INCLUDING 
THE CARRIER IN FULL COLOR AS 
WELL AS SHARE INFORMATION 


http://groups.yahoo.com/group/mdarc 
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Mount Diablo Amateur Radio Club W6CX 
P.O. Box 23222 Pleasant Hill, CA 94523 
(925) 288-1730 


The Carrier is a monthly publication of the Mount Diablo Amateur Radio 
Club (MDARC). It is the policy of the editor to publish all material sub- 
mitted by the membership provided such material is in good taste, rele- 
vant to amateur radio and of interest to MDARC members, and provided 
space is available. 


President - Jim Siemons, AF6PU 

Vice President - David Schild, KK6CQX 
Secretary — David Molstad, KK6GSC 
Treasurer - Bill Swindell, KILED 


Technical Committee Chair 
Trevor Hall, WA6JAU_ wa6jau@sbcglobal.net 
Directors At Large 


Trevor Hall, WA6JAU 
Janice Fujii, KG6VTD 


Mitchell Boyce, W8DOD 
Ray Gaschk, AG6SI 


Emergency Coordinator - Ron Bunch, W4FEK 


PACIFICON 2014 

Chair: Trevor Hall, WA6JAU 

Vice Chair: Dave Gordon, N6SWE 
Registration: Misa Siemons, KJ6BUE 
Treasurer: Mike Patterson, N6JGA 
Secretary: Pete Harris, KE6ZIW 

Web Page: David Witkowski, W6DTW 


Membership Chair — Tom Deeble, KA6SIP 

mdarcmembership @ mdarc.org 

Website - David Schild, KK6CQX 

Repeater Trustee - Jay Caldis, KT6Y 

Education & Training Chair - John Primus, AF6RJ 

Youth Education - Steve Rogge, K6XZ 

License Testing - Larry Loomer, KI6LNB 

Public Service - Pete Harris, KE6ZTW 

Field Day Chairs - Lauren Styles, WA6CIE and 
Elizabeth Styles, KG6HLV 

Refreshments: Elizabeth Styles KG6HLV 

Holiday Party - Misa Siemons KJ6BUE 

Annual Picnic - Lauren Styles, WA6CIE 

Trailer - Patrick Miller, KK6DBX 


The Carrier Newsletter 

Editor, Matthew G. Vurek, N4DLA 
n4dla_cs245 @ yahoo.com 

Copy Editor - Larry Loomer, KI6LNB 
Digital Media - David Molstad KK6GSC 


Amateur Television Help and Information: 
John Schuler, W6DTV JOHNQRZ@aol.com 


PRESIDENT’S QTC Hello MDARC Members and Friends! 


I have been having a great summer with all sorts of fantastic amateur 
radio activities. As much as I enjoy the summer, I know that it is fleet- 
ing. I am already seeing a couple of the trees in my yard start to lose 
leaves. That means that it is time to start thinking about preparing my 
shack for the winter. There are a number of things that I do to prepare 
my radios and outside equipment for the upcoming harsh weather 
months. I like to go around and inspect my antenna systems and make 
sure that the UHF and N-connectors that I use outside are not corroded 
and are properly attached to each antenna. I also re-apply coax tape to seal out the 
weather. I inspect each run of coax to make sure that there is no cracking the sheaths that 
cover the coaxial cables. Even small cracks easily allow moisture to penetrate the ca- 
bles. This certainly will affect performance, but could also really damage your attached 
transceiver or transmitter. 


I have a couple of different ways that I run coax into my home. I bring some cables in via 
a board that I custom fit into a sliding window. I inspect the board for weathering, sand 
and reapply a new coat of paint (I make the board match the white vinyl of the window 
frame), and insert new foam to seal the gaps in the holes that the coax runs through. I 
have other runs of coax that enter my QTH through vents in my foundation. As a precau- 
tion from rodents being able to enter through the entries, I have placed stainless steel wool 
in those openings. 


I use this time to check the continuity of each antenna and coaxial run to ensure all sys- 
tems are go. On the inside of my home, I take this time to blow out my radios, from the 
smallest HT to my Elecraft K3. During the course of the summer, I seem to gather all 
sorts of dust and debris in my equipment. I know that I should really polish up my equip- 
ment after each use, but I just do not take the time to do that. However, each fall or end of 
summer, I find this to be the perfect time to do these maintenance items. I check batteries 
on my HTs, and if I need new replacements, I start making a list. I know that I can find 
those at Pacificon in October. 


When you complete these tasks, you really feel like a great amateur and you start think- 
ing, “fine business!” 


We are rapidly approaching PACIFICON. If you have not done so yet, please check out 

the www.pacificon.org website. There is a lot going on, and I know that you do not want 
to miss a single bit of it! We ask all MDARC members to come and help volunteer for a 
shift or two at Pacificon. We have a sign up sheet on the website with 
email links. Your service is greatly needed, and it really is a fun time! 


73, 
Jim Siemons, AF6PU 


President 
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Don Prosnitz, KF6DJI (left) and Dick DuBey, KJGCW@Q (right), 
receive certificates of appreciation from President Jim Siemons, 
AFG6PU (center), during the July 18, 2014 club meeting. 

The duo presented a program on CERT to our club. (KM6QX photo) 


| tf 


COMMUNITY EMERGENCY 
RESPONSE TEAM 
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On March 12, 2014, the ARRL filed a formal complaint with 
the Federal Communications Commission and reported the 
Lumatek LK-1000 light ballast, utilized to power lights used 
for “indoor gardening,” is an unlawful QRN (static) radiator in 
violation of Sections 18.307(c) and 
18.213 of the FCC regulations. 


halt to the sale and distribution 
of this unlawful device. 


ARRL requested an immediate EIR 
AY ate N 
(i( Sx, 
\ 


'. Aftermath of an electrical fire inside “indoor 
“garden” within an Oakley, California 
\residence in 2013. ; 


im your neighborhood: 


7 J. "y 7 © on 
fou don’t want this kind of ORR 


J 7) ous activity to your local law enforcement 
J 
raeoe Osaee YOu save £ 14 fe ay De your own. 
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ANAHEIM, CA 
{Near Disneyland) 

933 N. Euclid St, 92801 
(714) 533-7373 

(800) 854-6046 
Janet, KL7MF, Mgr. 
anaheim@hamradio.com 


BURBANK, CA 

1525 W. Magnolia Bl., 91506 
(818) 842-1786 

(877) 892-1748 

Eric, K6EJC, Mgr. 

Magnolia between 

S. Victory & Buena Vista 
burbank@hamradio.com 


OAKLAND, CA 

2210 Livingston St., 94606 
(510) 534-5757 

(877) 892-1745 

Nick, AK6 DX, Mgr. 

|-880 at 23rd Ave. ramp 
oakland@hamradio.com 


SAN DIEGO, CA 

5375 Kearny Villa Rd., 92123 
(858) 560-4900 

(877) 520-9623 

Jerry, NSMCJ, Mgr. 

Hwy, 163 & Claremont Mesa 
sandiego@hamradio.com 


SUNNYVALE, CA 
510 Lawrence Exp. #102 
94085 

(408) 736-9496 

(877) 892-1749 

Jon, K6WY, Mgr. 

So. from Hwy. 101 
sunnyvale@hamradio.com 


NEW CASTLE, DE 
{Near Philadelphia) 

ae) N. Dupont Hwy., 19720 

ase 322-7092 

(80 ) 644-4476 

Ken, N2OHD, Mgr. 

RT13 1/4 mi., So, |-295 
delaware@hamradio.com 


PORTLAND, OR 


ue S.W. Pacific Hwy. 


aS 3 598-0555 

(800) 765-4267 
Leon, W7AD, Mgr. 
Tigard-S9W exit 

from Hwy. 5 & 217 
portland@hamradio.com 


DENVER, CO 

8400 E. iif Ave. #9, 80231 
(803) 745-7373 

(800) 444-9476 

John WIG, Mgr. 
denver@hamradio.com 


PHOENIX 

10613 N. nd ial 85029 
eat 242-3515 

(800) 559-7388 

Gary, N7GJ, Mgr. 

Corner of 43rd Ave. & Peoria 
phoenix@hamradio.com 


ATLANTA, GA 

6071 Buford “Hwy, 30340 
{770) 263-0700 

(800) 444-7927 

Mark, KJ4V0, Mgr. 
Doraville, 1 mi, no. of |-285 
atlanta@hamradio.com 


WOODBRIDGE, VA 
{Near Washington D.C.) 
14803 Build America Dr. 
22191 
{703) 643-1063 
oe 444-4799 

teve, WASHG, Mgr. 
Exit 161, |-95, So, to US 4 
virginia@hamradio. com 


SALEM, NH 

{Near Boston) 

224 N, Broadway, 03079 
{603) 898-3750 

(800) 444-0047 
Dave, NTEDU, Mgr, 

Exit 1, 1-93; 

28 mi. No, of Boston 
salem@hamradio.com 


WORLDWIDE DISTRIBUTION 


TS-2000 devHrUHFTCVR 


* 100W HF, 6M, 2M * SOW 70CM + 10W 1.2GHz w/ 
opt UT-20 module « Built-in TNC, DX packet cluster 
¢ |F Stage DSP « Backlit front key panel 


T™M- os1A 2 Mtr Mobile 


«65 Watt * 200 Memories * CTCSS/DCS « Mil-Std 
specs * Hi-quality audio 


TS-590S HF + 6M Transceiver 


© 100W HF + 6M * 500 Hz & 2.7 KHz roofing filter 
¢ Built-in auto tuner * Best dynamic range in class 
* 32 bit DSP 


TH-FGA 21/220/440 


« Dual channel receive * .1 - 1300 MHz 
(cell blocked) RX « FM, AM, SSB + 5W 
2/220/440 TX, FM * 435 Memories 

¢ Li-lon Battery 


TM-V71A 21/440 dual Band 


* High RF output (50W) + Multiple Scan «Dual receive 
on same band (¥xV, UxU) ¢ Echolink® memory {auto 
dialer) « Echolink® Sysop mode for node terminal ops 


Come visil'us P 
online|via a customer 


the Internet at 
itipy//aww hamradio.com 


O 
ICOM 


All Mode 


IC- 7000 Transceiver 


© 160-1 OM/6M/2M/70CM 
« 2x DSP « Digital IF filters | 
¢ Digital voice recorder 
¢2.5” color TFT display 


VHF/UHF Dual Band 
ID-51A Transceiver 


« 5/2.5/1.0/0.5/0.1W Output * RX: 0.52— 
1.71, 88-174, 380-479 MHz** * AM/ 
FIM/FM-NAWFM/DY * 1304 Alphanumeric 
Memory Chls ¢ Integrated GPS* D-STAR 
Repeater Directory * |PX7 Submersible 


IC-7600 All Mode Transceiver 


© 100W HF/6m Transceiver, gen cov. receiver * Dual 
DSP 32 bit * Three roofing filters- 3, 6, 15khz « 5.8 in 
WQVGA TFT display * Hi-res real time spectrum scope 


IG-V8000 2M Mobile Transceiver 


+ 75 watts « Dynamic Memory Scan (DMS) 
+ CTCSS/DCS encode/decode w/tone scan * Weather 
alert * Weather channel scan* 200 alphanumeric 
memories 


Analog + Digital 
Dual Bander (7g 


ID-880H p-star 


¢D-STAR DV mode operation « DR (D-STAR repeator) 
mode ¢ Free software download «GPS A mode for easy 
D-PRS operation * One touch reply button (DV mode) 
¢ Wideband receiver |D-STAR rnd 


M Gervice 


YAESU 


The radia 


FTDX-3000 +00w HF + 6M Transceiver 


* 100 Watt HF/6 Meters * Large and wide color LCD 
display * High Speed Spectrum Scope built-in * 32 bit 
high speed DSP /Down Conversion 1st IF 


FT-7900R 21/440 Mobile 


« 5OW 2M, 45W on 440MHz * Weather Alert* 1000+ 
Memories * WIRES capability « Wideband receiver 
(cell blocked) 


FT-60R 2iwaao sw HT 


aE 
¢ Wide receiver coverage « AM air band 
receive * 1000 memory channels w/al- 
pha labels * Huge LCD display * Rugged 
die-cast, water resistant case « NOAA 
severe weather alert with alert scan 


FT-450D 100W HF + 6M Transceiver 


* 100W HF/6M Auto tuner built-in « DSP built-in 
*500 memories ¢ DNR, IF Notch, IF Shift 


FT-8570D uta compact HFVHF/UHF 


* 100w HF/6M, 50W 2M, 20W UHF « DSP included 
¢ 32 color display * 200 mems Detachable front 
panel (YSK-857 required) 


COAST T0 COAST 


UPS - Most Items Over $100 


Rapld Dellverles From 
The Store Nearest to You! 
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FIRST CLASS 


THIS MONTH’S PROGRAM: 


HORNET 
https://www.facebook.com/mdarc.org 


W6CX Nets Contra Costa County Emergency Communications Nets 


Monday 7:00 pm Washington High School Net 147.060+ ey ay : 
http://www.coco-races.org/meetings/nets/ 


Monday 8:00 pm SATERN Net —_147.060+ 6:35 pm HF Countywide 3.893 MHz LSB 


Thursday 7:30 pm MDARC Club Net 147.060+ 6:45 pm West County 145.110-- (82.5 PL) 


Thursday 8:00 pm Amateur Television Net 147.060+ 7:00 pm Central County 145.680 Simplex 


Tuesday 7:30 pm Fat City 10 meter USB/CW Net 28.420 MHz 7:00 pm East County 146.535 Simplex 
FM 147.060 MHz + / PL 100Hz - EchoLink: W6CX-R /133896, IRLP: 3057 7:00 pm South County 146.355+ (77.0 PL) 


224.780 MHz -/PL77Hz 441.325 MHz +/ PL 100Hz 
D-STAR 145.000 offset plus 2.5 MHz 7:20 pm Countywide 145.490-- (107.3 PL) 
https://stn3057.ip.irlp.net/status.html 

ATV Inputs: 1289.25 MHz AM; 1277.000 FM pl 192.8 Output 1241.25MHzAM Concord Auxiliary Radio Emergency Service (CARES) 


ATV Internet Stream: http://www.w6cxatv.net/live Wennesdey S200 pity AEC S Samples 


August 2014 and September 2014 Club Calendar 


Friday August 15, 2014 7:30pm MDARC General Meeting 
Our Saviors Lutheran Church, 1035 Carol Lane, Lafayette 


Saturday September 6, 2014 8:00 am MDARC Technical Committee 
Environmental Center, 2581 Harbor Street, Pittsburg 


Tuesday September 2, 2014 7:00pm MDARC Board Meeting **NOTE DATE CHANGE TO TUESDA Y** 
Black Bear Restaurant, 700 Bancroft Avenue, Walnut Creek 


Friday September 19, 2014 7:30pm MDARC General Meeting 
Our Saviors Lutheran Church, 1035 Carol Lane, Lafayette 


